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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the communication filed March 15, 2001. Claims 1-19 are pending 
in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ronald Sansone 
et al (US Patent No: 5,051,914), hereinafter referenced as Sansone. 

As Per Claim 1: 

Sansone discloses a system of consolidating mailings to decrease mailing costs, 
comprising, [{col. 3, lines 26-30}, a system to enable users creating batch mail to realize 
discounts of postage]: 

a controller for maintaining a schedule of mailings, [{fig 5 A, 202}, schedule of pick up], 
said mailings being originally scheduled to be sent separately, and said mailings including 
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mailings having in common a destination address[{col.3, lines 61-62}, selected destination 
address]; and 

software for re-scheduling said mailings having in common a destination address, 
[{abstract}; schedule and route mail] to so that said re-scheduled mailings may be combined into 
a single mailing, [{col.4, lines 9-11}; mailings can be combined] . 

As Per Claim 2: 

Sansone discloses a system further comprising: 
an addressing device for addressing envelopes, [{Fig 4A, 111}; ; and 
an inserter arranged to insert documents in said envelopes based on said schedule, [{col. 
5a, 200}; determine merged batch mail data], wherein said controller is arranged to control said 
addressing device and said inserter in order to assemble said re-scheduled combined mailings, 
[{fig 4A}, scheduling, sort, print, select route] and . 

As Per Claims 3, 10 and 16: 

Sansone discloses a system, method and software, wherein said schedule further lists 
document parameters, [{col. 3, lines 40-43}; stations the mail parameters of each mail item] 
indicative of document weight, [{col. 17, lines 46-47}, information relates to weight, volumes, 
carrier routes], and wherein a number of mailings that are combined is limited by a total weight 
of the combined mailings. 
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As Per Claims 4, 11 and 17: 

Sansone discloses a system, method and software wherein said schedule includes records 
containing data concerning preparation of documents to be included in said mailings, data 
concerning mailing dates, [{col. 3, lines 55-56}, delivery time], and address data, [{col. 3, lines 
47-49} database], said data being provided by remote source computers linked to the computer 
by a network, [{col. 3, lines 35-37}, data center is connected by way of communication network]. 

As Per Claims 5 and 12: 

Sansone discloses a system, and method wherein the controller informs the source 
computers of changes in said schedule, [{col. 3, lines 44-46}, data center computer maintains a 
database with up-to date, current information]. 

As Per Claims 6, 13 and 18: 

Sansone discloses a system, method and software wherein said records include mailing 
date windows within which a mailing can occur, and said control program combines said 
mailings with reference to said mailing date windows, [{fig 5b, 205,206, 208, and 209}; 
schedule station, carrier routing, arrival times, planning,]. 

As Per Claims 7, 14, and 19: 

Sansone discloses a system, method and software wherein said system is arranged to 
check different combinations of said mailings, assign a cost score to each combination, and 
schedule said mailings by determining a lowest cost score, [{col.3, lines 54-56}, merging 
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process, optimize delivery time, and reduce cost]. 
As Per Claim 8: 

Sansone discloses a method of consolidating mailings to decrease mailing costs, 
comprising the steps of, [{col.3, lines 26-30}, a system to enable users creating batch mail to 
realize discounts of postage] : 

maintaining a schedule of mailings, said mailings being originally scheduled to occur at 
different times, and said mailings including mailings having in common a destination address, 
[{col.3, lines 44-46}, data center computer maintains a database with up-to date, current 
information]; and 

software for re-scheduling, [{abstract}; schedule and route mail] said mailings having in 
common a destination address so that said re-scheduled mailings may be combined into a single 
mailing, [{col.4, lines 9-11}; mailings can be combined]. 

As Per Claim 9: 

Sansone discloses a method further comprising the step of controlling an addressing 
device and an inserter in order to automatically assemble said combined mailings, [{fig 1, 18}; 
data center, which is able to control the inserter and any device]. 
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As Per Claim 15: 

Sansone discloses software for consolidating mailings to decrease mailing costs, [{col. 3, 
lines 26-30}, a system to enable users creating batch mail to realize discounts of postage], 

wherein said software is applied to a schedule of mailings, said mailings being originally 
scheduled to occur at different times, and said mailings including mailings having in common a 
destination address, [{coL3, lines 44-46}, data center computer maintains a database with up-to 
date, current information], and 

wherein said software re-schedules said mailings having in common a destination address 
so that said re-scheduled mailings may be combined into a single mailing, [{col.4, lines 9-11}; 
mailings can be combined]. 



Conclusion 

Any concerns in regard to this communication, the examiner Jon Bass can be reached at 
(571) 272-6905 between the hours of 9-6pm Monday through Friday. The fax number for the 
establishment where the application is being process is (571) 273-8300. 

If an attempt to reach the examiner is unsuccessful for any reason, the examiner's 
immediate supervisor, John Hayes can be reached at (571) 272-6708. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
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http:// pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-271-9197 (toll free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/O Technology Center 3600 
Washington, D.C. 20231 




